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Dr. Bonita Bergin 
Curriculum Vitae  

 

A.  Biographical Information 
Birthplace: Port Angeles, Washington 
Date: January 22, 1945 
Residence: 5401 Alta Monte Drive 
 Santa Rosa, CA  95404 
 (707) 584-0996 
Business: Bergin University of Canine Studies 
 5860 Labath Avenue 
 Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
 (707) 545-3647 (DOGS) 
Education: 1990   Ed.D. Doctor of Education, Nova Southwestern University 
 1977   M.A. Special Ed/Early Childhood Ed, Sonoma State University 
 1968   B.A. English /Psychology/Social Science, Sonoma State University 
Teaching Credentials:  
 1978   Community College  
 1974   Vocational Teaching Credential 
 1970   Secondary Teaching Credential 
 1969   Elementary Teaching Credential 
 

B.  Experience 
Mgmt/Admin Bergin University of Canine Studies, formerly the Assistance Dog Institute 

  University granting AS, BS & MS degrees in dog studies 
      Founder & President (1991- ) 
  Canine Companions for Independence  
      Founder/CEO (1975-1990) 
Research:  Director of Research (1990-1991) 
  Assistance Dog Institute (1991-  ) 

 

C. Publications 
Author: Quest. Numerous articles and research studies. Bergin University of Canine Studies dba Assistance 

Dog Institute. 1991-2016  
Author: Teach Your Dog To Read. Broadway Books, 2006. 
Author:  “Hero Dogs,” Animal Fair, 1999. 
Author: The SMARTEST DOG: The Selection, Training and Placement of Service Dogs.   Assistance Dog 

Institute, 1998. 
Author:  Bonnie Bergin's Guide to Bringing Out the Best in Your Dog.  Little Brown and Company, 1995. 
Author:  "Animals," Encyclopedia of Disability and Rehabilitation.  MacMillan,1995. 
Author:  "Goldens as Assistance Animals, "The Golden Retriever.  TFH., 1992. 
Author:  "Fundraising:  A Risky Business, "Achieving Excellence in Fund Raising:  A Comprehensive Guide 

to Principles, Strategies and Methods.  Jossey-Bass, 1991. 
Author:  “Companion Animals for the Handicapped,” Dynamic Relationships in Practice.  Alameda, 

California:  The Latham Foundation 1985. 
Co-author:  “Socializing Effects of Service Dogs for People with Disabilities,” Anthrozoos.  New Hampshire:  

University Press of New England, 1987. 
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D. Papers Presented at Professional Meeting 
“Vine Mealybug Scent Detection Dogs,” Vine MealyBug Working Group, Napa, CA, 2005-2007 

      “Teens Help Individuals with Disabilities,” Tokyo, Japan, 2005 
      “ABC’s of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,” Holland American Service Dog Cruises, 2003 & 2005 
      “ABC’s of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,” Tokyo, Japan 2003 

“Teaching Dogs to Read Helps Kids At-Risk,” 15th Annual Youth-At- 
   Risk Conference, Savannah, GA:  2004 
“Training Service Dogs Help Teens At Risk Teens,” IAHAIO,  
   Glasgow, Scotland, 2004 
“Early Puppy: Raising & Training,” Delta Society, Seattle, WA: 2003 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,” Tokyo, Japan, 2003 
“Training Assistance Dogs Help Rehabilitate At-Risk Teens,” 14th Annual Youth-At-Risk Conference,      
    Savannah, GA:  2003 
“HS A-Dog:  What Doesn’t Work,” Assistance Dogs Int’l, San Antonio, Texas: 2003 
“Dog Gone Good Weekend,” Edmonton, Pet Therapy Society of Northern Alberta, Alberta, Canada, 2002 
“At Risk Teens Train Assistance Dogs,” Delta Society, Seattle, WA: 2002 
“Early Puppyhood Education,” Assistance Dogs Int’l, San Antonio, Texas: 2002 
“Service Dogs:  What Works, What Doesn’t,” Abilities Expo.  San Mateo, California: 2001 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,”  9th International Conference on Human-Animal 
   Interactions.  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: 2001  Cancelled due to terrorism of 9/1/01 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING” & “Early Puppy: Raising & Training,” Association of Pet 
   Dog Trainers.  New York, New York: 2001 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG & PUPPY TRAINING,” Euro Assistance Dog Organization. Nijmegan,  
   Netherlands: 2000 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,” Human Animal Bond Association of Canada.  Toronto,  
    Canada: 1999 
“ABC’S of the SMARTEST DOG TRAINING,” Human Animal Bond Association of Canada. Calgary,  
    Canada: 1999 
“Bringing Out the Best in Your Dog, Part 2.”  Canadian Association of Professional Pet Dog Trainers. 
    Toronto, Canada:  1999 
“25 Years of Service Dog Innovations.”  7th European Regional Rehabilitation Conference.  Jerusalem,  
    Israel: 1998. 
“Bringing Out the Best in Your Dog.”  Canadian Association of Professional Pet Dog Trainers.  Toronto,  
   Canada:  1998 
“Assistance Dogs: Fee For Service.”  American Association of Occupational Therapists.  Baltimore,  
    Maryland:  1997 
“Assistance Dogs: Fee For Service.”  American Association of Physical Therapists.  San Diego, California: 
    1996 
"The Tell Tale Tail."  Delta Society.  Phoenix, Arizona:  1996 
"Third Party Reimbursement."  Delta Society.  Phoenix, Arizona: 1996 
"Assistance Dogs:  A Look at Research in the Field."  Assistance Dogs Int'l.  Portland, Oregon:  1991. 
"Fundraising and the Human-Animal Bond."  Delta Society.  Portland, Oregon:  1991. 
"Dogs for Disabilities - Developments in the USA."  Guide Dogs for the Blind (60th anniversary)/Royal  
   Veterinary College (200th anniversary) International Guide Dog Veterinary Symposium.  England:  1991 
“Assistance Dogs for the Disabled.”  5th International Conference on the Relationship Between Humans 
    and Animals.  Monaco:  1989. 
"The Service Dog."  Conference on Alternatives in Jewish Education.  University of Washington, Seattle, 
    Washington:  1989. 
"Therapy Dog Criteria:  Minimum Temperament/Behavioral Criteria; Monitoring the Dogs."  Delta 
    Society.  Orlando, Florida:  1988. 
“Neoteny in Assistance Dogs.”  Assistance Dogs, International.  Santa Rosa, California:  1988. 
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“Assistance Animals:  Myths and Magics.”  Delta Society.  Vancouver, British Columbia:  1987. 
“Canine Companions for Independence.”  International Symposium on Youth and Disability.  Jerusalem,  
    Israel:  1985. 
 

E. Broadcast Media Programming 
2006 “Transformation Nation” award 
2006 “Dogs Can Read,” Animal Radio Network 
2006 “Vine Mealy Bug,” KGO  
2006 “Dogs Sniff Out Vine Mealy Bug,” AP  
2006 “Dogs Can Read,” CNN  
2003 “Dogs Can Read” NBC, CBS & 50 
2002  “Angel,” That’s My Baby – Animal Planet 
2001 HS A-Dogs – Oprah 
2001 “Use Your Life Award” Oprah 
2000  What Matters - HBO 
2000  High Schooled Assistance Dogs - 20/20 ABC TV 

        2000  Pets Are Part of the Family, Part 13 - PBS TV 
2000  Pets Are Part of the Family, Part 5 - PBS TV 
1996  Camp. - KQED Books & Tapes video. 
1995 Bonnie Bergin’s Guide To Bringing Out The Best In Your Dog.  Harper Collins Audio Tape. 
1994 You and Your Great Dog.  - KQED TV Dr. Bergin hosts series  
   

F.  Awards and Recognition 
  2016    North Bay Business Journal Nonprofit Leadership Award 
  2015    Women in Business magazine article 
  2002   Assistance Dog International “Most Educational” and 
                  “Most Innovative” speaker awards 
  2002    “Spirit of Santa Rosa” award   
2001    Angel Productions “Use Your Life Award” [Oprah] 
2000    Daily Point of Light – George Bush’s Presidential Points of Light Award 
 2000    Crane Gargoyle for Precedent-Setting Achievements –  Council for Disability Rights [national] 
1997    KGO Channel 7 Salutes Bonnie Bergin and the Teenagers in the High Schooled Assistance Dog prg 
1994    Channel 7 Salutes Bonnie Bergin - KGO 

       1993    Alumni of the Year - Sonoma State University 
1991    Grand Marshall — Santa Rosa Rose Parade 
1990    Temple Awards’ nominee - Institute of Noetic Sciences 
1989    Giraffe 
1988    Recognition Letter—President Reagan 
1987    Distinguished Service Award 
 President's Committee on Employment for the Handicapped 
1986    Distinguished Service Award 
 Governor's Committee on Employment for the Handicapped 
1985    Recognition letter—President Reagan 
1984    Recognition letter—United States Surgeon General 
1984    International Model Program Award - Delta Society 

       1983    Certificate of Merit - City of Santa Rosa, California 
 

G. Listings in Who's Who 
   Life Member of the National Registry, 2001 Edition 
   Who's Who of International Professional and Business Women 
   Who's Who in California 
   Who's Who in the West 
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